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OOMBULGURRI COMMUNITY ALCOHOL BAN 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin � Minister for Racing and Gaming) [9.02 am]: In November last year I 
imposed a section 175 alcohol ban on the community of Oombulgurri. The impact was almost immediate. A 
month after the ban was imposed, I reported back to this house that there had been reduced police callouts, 
reduced domestic violence and reduced alcohol-related health issues. In March, I was also pleased to report to 
the house that as a result of the alcohol ban, the school attendance rate in Oombulgurri had increased to 82 per 
cent during the first four weeks of the current school year. That was all good news.  

Mr M. McGowan: Thank the Labor government. You voted against it. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Yes, the Labor government did some good work there, and we continued on with that 
work. 

Today I want to inform members that the first significant signs are emerging of a community in a very remote 
part of our state healing itself after the ravages of alcohol. A young men�s group has been formed in the 
community and its first meeting at the end of April was a great success. Eight shy young men met with local 
police, child protection staff, education staff and health staff to talk about issues confronting the community, and 
them as emerging leaders of that community. Reports to me are that there was some positive progress and that 
the group has set itself a works program around the community, including repairing lights and sporting activities, 
as well as organising a water fountain for the local basketball courts and encouraging more young men to be 
involved. Further meetings are planned in coming weeks that will hopefully involve about 20 young men from 
Oombulgurri. Perhaps the goanna, barramundi and bush turkey cooked on the camp fire at the meeting went 
some way towards encouraging good conversation and a solid discussion of the brighter future Oombulgurri 
faces now that it is alcohol free. 

I want to thank the police and departmental officers who have worked tirelessly over recent years under the yoke 
of a community struggling with alcohol management. These officers are still working with that community now 
that the alcohol ban has been imposed, and that is providing a circuit-breaker to the ravages that alcohol has 
wrought on Oombulgurri. 

I also want to praise these young men who have taken the bold step of coming forward to be a part of building a 
better social fabric for Oombulgurri. I wish them well, because these young men will one day be the leaders of 
their community. 
Finally, I want to thank my ministerial colleagues across a range of portfolios for their continued support in 
helping communities like Oombulgurri rebuild their futures. 
 


